
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The FGASA Advance Rifle Handling (ARH) Certificate provides Back-up and Lead Trails Guides 
with the knowledge and skills enabling them to react in the required manner to an unforeseen 
charge by a potentially dangerous animal, or similar event, with efficiency and maximum safety 
for the guests, themselves and the animal. 
 

Please Note: The ARH Certificate can only be attained by a member of FGASA who has already 

qualified as either FGASA Field Guide (NQF2), Advanced Field Guide (NQF4), or the FGASA 

Professional Field Guide qualification or one of the FGASA Tracker qualifications. (Refer to the 

FGASA Field Guide (NQF2) brochure for more information on the Field Guide (NQF2) Certificate) 

The FGASA Advance Rifle Handling Certificate consists of the following:  

   Compulsory components 
 

 The following PFTC unit standards (Professional Firearms Trainers Council): 

o Demonstrate knowledge of the Firearms Control Act 2000 (Act No 60 of 2000) 
applicable to possessing a rifle(Code:117705) 

o Handle and Use a manually operated Rifle or 
Carbine (Code:119651)   

o Handle and use a manually operated Rifle or 
Carbine for Business Purposes (Code: 123519)  

 

 The FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling (ARH) Certificate  

 
 

A Back-up and Lead Trails Guide with ARH has: 
 

 The Knowledge and skills to display accurate  shot placement for the dispatch of a 

charging animal in accordance with organisational requirements 

 The required FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling (ARH) Certificate  

 The required PFTC unit standards  
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How do I get a FGASA ARH Certificate? 

Firstly, qualify as either a FGASA Field Guide (NQF2), Advanced Field Guide (NQF4), Specialist Field 

Guide or with one of the FGASA Tracker qualifications. 
 

1. You will be eligible to write the FGASA Trails Guide Theory examination. Section ‘B’ of this 

examination is the ARH theory assessment.  
 

2. Attained the required PFTC unit standards through a PFTC accredited provider.  
 

3. Having been declared competent for the ARH theory examination (Section ‘B’ of the FGASA 

Trails Guide theory examination) and have attained the PFTC unit standards you will be eligible 

to go through the FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling (ARH) practical shooting assessment.  

 

What learning materials do I need for the ARH Certificate?   
 

The following learning materials are compulsory: 
 

1. The FGASA Trails Guide Learner study guide and workbooks  

2. The Rifle Handling Manual – Grant Hine  

 

                  
 

Recommended:    

 DVD – Africa’s Dangerous Game on Foot 

 DVD Set - Preparing yourself for stopping the charge 
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This is assessed by means of: 
 

 Workbook 

 Theory examination 

 Practical shooting Assessment  

 
The following aspects are included in the theory assessment for ARH: 
 

 Rifle Handling for Dangerous Animals  

 The Basic Actions of a Bolt-action rifle 

 Basic Rifle Ballistics 

 Cleaning and Maintenance 

 The Legal Aspects of Guiding with a rifle 

 

The Advanced Rifle handling shooting assessments 

This process of assessment for this certificate is designed to ensure that the guide is equipped to 

deal with emergencies under guiding conditions, and that the correct muscle memory is fixed for 

the sake of safety and survival.  

 

 

 

The Aim of the assessments                                                                                                                                                                 
 

To assess learners on: 

 Their practical, heavy-calibre rifle handling and shooting skills on a basic and advanced 

level. 

 Their competence in safely handling and maintaining a heavy calibre rifle in such a way 

that a charging dangerous animal will be stopped at short distance, should such a 

situation arise. 

 The safe handling and maintenance of a firearm in accordance with laid down legislation, 

rules, procedures and conditions. 
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The FGASA Advanced rifle handling assessments consist of a number of static target shooting 
exercises and a simulated charge shooting exercise with the appropriate calibre rifle (Refer to the 
FGASA rifle handling manual for details for the ARH practical assessment). 

1. Quick loading (blindfolded)  
2. Accuracy exercise 

3. Distance exercise 

4. Immediate Action exercise 

5. Shot Placement Exercise 

6. Simulated Charge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ON BACK-UP AND LEAD TRAILS GUIDE 
CERTIFICATES 
  
The attainment of a FGASA Back-up and Trails Guide is 
directly linked to the attainment of the FGASA Advanced 
Rifle Handling certificate (ARH).   
 

The ARH certificate expires every three years and thus due to the link, so does the FGASA 
Back-up and Trails Guide certificate expire.   
If you work in other African countries and do not carry a rifle for guiding purposes you 
will be awarded the VPDA Certificate (which does not expire).  All FGASA Back-up, Trails 
Guide and Advanced Trails guide certificates will have an expiry date based on when the 
ARH is due for renewal.   
 

A new certificate will only be issued once the ARH competency is up to date through a 
renewal assessment. 
 

 

THE LEGAL PFTC UNIT STANDARDS 

Before any ARH assessment can take place you must have first 
attained the following PFTC unit standards (Professional Firearms 
Trainers Council) from an accredited PFTC training provider: 

o Demonstrate knowledge of the Firearms Control Act 2000 (Act No 60 of 2000) 
applicable to possessing a rifle(Code:117705) 
 

o Handle and Use a manually operated Rifle or Carbine (Code:119651)   
 

o Handle and use a manually operated Rifle or Carbine for Business Purposes (Code: 
123519)  

                                   These PFTC unit standards do not expire 
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Assessment Criteria for the FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling Certificate 
 

You should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Legal requirements of the use and possession of rifles and rifle control. 
 

2. The parts and functions of the relevant rifle. 
 
3. The components of ammunition, relevant calibres and gauges, basic ballistic capabilities and 

which ammunition would be used under guiding conditions. Know what the correct calibre to 
use is. 

 
4. Safe handling rules and drills as per procedures, including how to clear a stoppage. 

 
5. Loading and Unloading of the rifle 
 
6. Maintaining a rifle and ensuring that it is always clean and serviceable. 
 
7. Methods of carrying a rifle 
 
8. Safety procedures 
 
9. Conditions of readiness. 
 
10. Identifying and correcting malfunctions and stoppages. 
 
11. Firing of an accurate shot and combining all the necessary fundamentals under time pressure. 
 
12. Correct shot placement on static and moving targets at the required level of competence. 
 
13. Making the rifle safe for the purpose of storage in accordance with legislation. 
 
14. Use of suitable equipment (e.g.: slings, ammo pouches, cleaning equipment) 
 
15. The position of the brain and vital organs of dangerous animals and at what point you would 

have to aim in order to hit them. 
 
16. Dangerous game regarding anatomy, behaviour, reproduction, social structures, threatening 

behaviour, methods of attack etc.  
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THE FGASA ADVANCED RIFLE HANDLING CERTIFICATE 
 

No 

You will have to be declared 
competent for the relevant 
firearms proficiency unit standards 
through an accredited PFTC 
provider. 

Have you been declared competent against the 
relevant PFTC firearms proficiency unit standards?  

Yes 

Yes 

You will be awarded the FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling Certificate qualifying you to carry a rifle while 
conducting walking trails in dangerous game areas in conjunction with the FGASA Back-up / Lead Trails 
Guide Qualification.   (Remember – The ARH Certificate has to be renewed every three years by means 
of a practical shooting assessment) 
 

Have you been assessed by a FGASA ARH assessor 
and declared competent for the FGASA Advanced 
rifle handling Certificate (ARH) 
 

You will have to go through the 
FGASA Advanced Rifle handling 
assessment 
 

You will be awarded the FGASA Professional Trails Guide Rifle Handling Certificate once you have 
also qualified as a FGASA Professional Trails Guide. (Refer to the Professional Trails Guide brochure 
for more information on the Professional Trails Guide qualification) 
 

For Professional Trails Guides: Have you been 
assessed by a FGASA ARH assessor and 
declared competent for the FGASA Advanced 
rifle handling Double shoot simulated charge 
(once-off) exercise? 
 

Yes 

You will have to go through the FGASA 
Double shoot simulated charge 
exercise of the Professional Trails 
Guide Rifle handling assessment 
 

No 

You will need to attain one 
of these qualifications to 
be eligible to do the FGASA 
ARH Certificate.                         

Do you have any one of the following FGASA qualifications:  

FGASA Field Guide (NQF2), Advanced Field Guide (NQF4), 
Specialist Field Guide or Tracker qualification?  

Have you completed the Rifle handling section of the 
FGASA Trails guide Workbook? 

You will need to complete 
the ARH section of the 
Trails Guide workbook. 
 

No 

Yes 

No 
Have you passed the Rifle Handling section ‘B’ of the Trails 
Guide Theory examination? 
 

You will have to apply to 
write the FGASA Trails 
Guide Theory exam again. 
 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 


